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CRISIS IMPACT OVERVIEW

Heavy rainfall, floods, and landslides have affected districts across Sri Lanka 
since mid-May 2024. Rain and storms intensified from 1 June, with the most 
significant effects in the south and west of the country (ECHO 06/06/2024, 
11/06/2024, and 30/05/2024; Save the Children 03/06/2024; DMC 09/06/2024). According 
to the Sri Lankan Disaster Management Centre (DMC), from 1–11 June alone, 
around 118,000 people were affected, including 23 killed, seven injured, and one 
missing. The most affected areas were in Ratnapura district in Sabaragamuwa 
province (nearly 60,000 affected); Kalutara district in Western province (nearly 
32,000 affected); and Matara district in Southern province (nearly 21,700 
affected) (DMC 11/06/2024). 

Reporting on a longer period from 15 May to 11 June, and covering a wider 
array of districts (including in Eastern province), the National Disaster Relief 
Services Centre (NDRSC) reported over 235,000 people affected by the flooding, 
including 37 dead, nearly 50 injured, and three missing, with the worst effects 
in Colombo district in Western province (nearly 75,000 affected); Ratnapura 
district in Sabaragamuwa province (nearly 65,000 affected); Kalutara district 
in Western province (nearly 42,000 affected), and Gampaha district in Western 
province (nearly 27,000 affected) (Govt. Sri Lanka 11/06/2024).

The numbers of affected people, casualties, and breakdown by district reported 
by both the DMC and NDRSC differ significantly between daily updates, likely 
because of evolving access to affected communities and delayed reporting 
from some districts and provinces.

The DMC reported around 80 houses destroyed and around 6,350 partially 
damaged between 1–10 June (DMC 11/06/2024). The floods also damaged 
agricultural land, threatening livelihoods (UNOSAT 04/06/2024 and 05/06/2024). 
Priority needs include shelter, WASH, health, food security, and livelihood 
support.

Anticipated developments/impacts

Ongoing rain and storms were forecast from at least 12–13 June across 
northern, western, and southern districts (ECHO 12/06/2024).

Sri Lanka’s southwest monsoon season affects southern and western districts 
(parts of Colombo, Galle, Gampaha, Kalutara, Kegalle, Matara, Nuwara Eliya, 
and Ratnapura) from May–September. These districts also receive the most 
cumulative annual rainfall (Department of Meteorology 20/06/2019; Logistics Cluster 
accessed 11/06/2024). In the past decade, the southwest monsoon has caused 
flooding and landslides throughout the season, indicating the potential for 
further flooding events in the coming months (IFRC accessed 10/06/2024; IOM 
05/06/2017).

A World Meteorological Organisation seasonal forecast for June–August, 
issued in May, projected a 50–60% chance of above-normal rainfall in the 
southern half of Sri Lanka and a 60–70% chance in the northern half (WMO 
accessed 10/06/2024). Columbia University’s International Research Institute 
predicted a 45–55% chance of above-normal rainfall across Sri Lanka during 
the same period (IRI accessed 10/06/2024). This indicates that the southwest 
monsoon season may be worse than normal because of cumulatively higher 
rainfall levels. 

While no information is available on damage to WASH infrastructure from the 
May–June 2024 floods, past monsoons in Sri Lanka have contaminated clean 
water sources, raising the risk of water and vector-borne disease transmission 
(IOM 05/06/2017). In mid-May, prior to the intensification of rainfall and floods, 
several southern and western districts were already among the worst affected 
by dengue, which is endemic to Sri Lanka (Ministry of Health 24/05/2024).

The last severe flooding event in Sri Lanka occurred in June 2017, affecting 
nearly 685,000 people across the country, with the worst effects (in descending 
order) in Ratnapura, Kalutara, Matara, and Galle. Nearly 16,000 houses were 
damaged, along with WASH and other critical infrastructure (IOM 05/06/2017).

SRI LANKA
Flooding in south and west

https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-severe-weather-update-ndrsc-meteo-sri-lanka-echo-daily-flash-06-june-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-severe-weather-ndrsc-meteo-sri-lanka-echo-daily-flash-11-june-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-severe-weather-ndrsc-meteo-sri-lanka-echo-daily-flash-30-may-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/floods-sri-lanka-kill-15-people-and-force-four-million-children-out-classrooms
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/situation-report-sri-lanka-09th-june-2024-0900hrs
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/situation-report-sri-lanka-11th-june-2024-0900hrs
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/national-disaster-relief-services-centre-ndrsc-district-wise-current-situation-report-2024-05-15-2024-06-11
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/situation-report-sri-lanka-11th-june-2024-0900hrs
https://reliefweb.int/map/sri-lanka/preliminary-satellite-derived-damage-assessment-gampaha-colombo-and-kalutara-district-western-province-sri-lanka-04-june-2024
https://reliefweb.int/map/sri-lanka/preliminary-satellite-derived-damage-assessment-galle-district-southern-province-sri-lanka-05-june-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-severe-weather-update-ndrrsc-department-meteorology-sri-lanka-echo-daily-flash-12-june-2024
https://www.meteo.gov.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=94&Itemid=310&lang=en&lang=en
https://dlca.logcluster.org/sri-lanka-34-telecommunications
https://dlca.logcluster.org/sri-lanka-34-telecommunications
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/6108/details
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/situation_reports/file/Sri-Lanka-Floods-IOM-Situation-Report-2-5June2017.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/situation_reports/file/Sri-Lanka-Floods-IOM-Situation-Report-2-5June2017.pdf
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/view?winName=PlotView1718018142854
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/view?winName=PlotView1718018142854
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/situation_reports/file/Sri-Lanka-Floods-IOM-Situation-Report-2-5June2017.pdf
https://www.dengue.health.gov.lk/web/index.php/en/publication-and-resources/publications/category/26-2024?download=247:2024-week-20
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/situation_reports/file/Sri-Lanka-Floods-IOM-Situation-Report-2-5June2017.pdf
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Map 1. Sri lankan provinces and districts

Source: OCHA (14/12/2018)

CRISIS IMPACTS (CURRENT AND ANTICIPATED)

Shelter

Rainfall and flooding have damaged and destroyed large numbers of homes, creating 
urgent shelter needs. The DMC reported around 80 houses destroyed and around 6,350 
partially damaged between 1–9 June, with the most damage in Ratnapura district (nearly 25 
destroyed, 3,650 damaged); Matara (around 20 destroyed, 945 damaged); Kalutara (around 
20 destroyed, 890 damaged); and Galle (nearly 20 destroyed, 400 damaged) (DMC 11/06/2024). 
For a longer reporting period, between 15 May to 11 June, which covered a wider array of 
districts (including in Eastern province), the NDRSC reported around 245 houses destroyed 
and nearly 16,000 damaged (Govt. Sri Lanka 11/06/2024).

On 11 June, the NDRSC reported that over 8,000 affected people were sheltering in 122 
safety centres (Govt. Sri Lanka 11/06/2024). This represents an increase from the 4,800 people 
in 98 safety centres reported on 10 June, but a decrease from the nearly 10,700 people in 
188 safety centres reported on 5 June (DMC 10/06/2024 ; Govt. Sri Lanka 05/06/2024). It is unclear 
whether these figures are changing because people have returned to their homes or been 
moved to more permanent alternative accommodation. Information on the size and condition 
of safety shelters is not available (Govt. Sri Lanka 05/06/2024).

People who are not in safety centres have sought shelter in churches, temples, and other 
public buildings (SLRC 06/06/2024).

WASH and health 

There is no information available on the impact of current flooding and rainfall on WASH 
infrastructure. Based on the impact of past floods, however, it is likely that floods and 
landslides have contaminated and blocked access to clean water and sanitation facilities 
(IOM 05/06/2017).

The most recent demographic and health survey in Sri Lanka, conducted in 2016 using a 
nationally representative sample of around 27,200 households, found that around 90% of 
households (99% urban, 91% rural) had access to an improved water source and toilet. Only 
62% of urban households and 53% of rural households, however, used an appropriate water 
treatment method, when necessary, prior to drinking (Department of Census and Statistics/Health 
Sector Development Project 09/2017). This may lead to unsafe water consumption in the coming 
months if the monsoon damages more water infrastructure.

https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/situation-report-sri-lanka-11th-june-2024-0900hrs
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/national-disaster-relief-services-centre-ndrsc-district-wise-current-situation-report-2024-05-15-2024-06-11
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/national-disaster-relief-services-centre-ndrsc-district-wise-current-situation-report-2024-05-15-2024-06-11
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/situation-report-sri-lanka-10th-june-2024-0900hrs
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/national-disaster-relief-services-centre-ndrsc-district-wise-current-situation-report-2024-05-15-2024-06-05
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/national-disaster-relief-services-centre-ndrsc-district-wise-current-situation-report-2024-05-15-2024-06-05
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-red-cross-society-deployed-response-escalating-flood-situation
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/situation_reports/file/Sri-Lanka-Floods-IOM-Situation-Report-2-5June2017.pdf
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/Health/StaticalInformation/DemographicAndHealthSurvey-2016FullReport
http://www.statistics.gov.lk/Health/StaticalInformation/DemographicAndHealthSurvey-2016FullReport
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The consumption and accumulation of contaminated and untreated water can contribute 
to the spread of water and vector-borne diseases. Dengue is endemic to Sri Lanka and 
transmission typically increases during the monsoon season. The most recent Ministry 
of Health update, on 19 May 2024, reports nearly 24,000 cases since 1 January. Among 
the districts with the highest reported cases were flood-affected Colombo (around 5,115), 
Gampaha (around 2,235), Kalutara (around 1,255), and Ratnapura (around 1,180). These 
districts had all seen increases in cases from the previous week, despite a general decreasing 
trend across Sri Lanka since January and overall lower cases nationwide compared with the 
same period in 2023 (Ministry of Health 24/05/2024; Govt. Sri Lanka 05/06/2024; DMC 09/06/2024).

It is likely that the monsoon season will increase dengue transmission in the coming months 
by contaminating water sources and creating pools of stagnant water, which facilitate 
mosquito breeding. In 2023, the monsoon and flooding contributed to over 40,000 cases 
of dengue between 18 May and 22 September, with high numbers in Colombo, Galle, and 
Gampaha, all of which are affected by the May–June 2024 floods (WHO 04/10/2023). 

Livelihoods and food security

On 11 June, the DMC reported that the floods, rain, and landslides had damaged over 1,250 
medium and small businesses (DMC 11/06/2024). This damage will affect people’s access to 
basic goods, including food, in the coming weeks.

On 4–5 June, UNOSAT imaging detected damage to agricultural land in Colombo, Galle, 
Gampaha, and Kalutara districts (UNOSAT 04/06/2024 and 05/06/2024). Monsoon rains in June–
September will occur during the second (Yala) maize and rice growing seasons, potentially 
compounding this damage by disrupting the growing process (FAO 16/06/2023).

This agricultural damage will likely aggravate food insecurity, particularly for the estimated 
40% of the population engaged in agriculture or livestock farming (according to data from 
2017) (Economy Next 09/12/2019). In March–September 2023, the WFP completed its most recent 
food security assessment based on a sample of around 15,000 Sri Lankan households. Rates 
of moderate food security (on a scale of marginal–moderate–severe) worsened across the 
country, from an estimated 17% in March to an estimated 24% in September. Female-headed 
households were consistently more likely to experience food insecurity (WFP 22/05/2024). In 
April 2024, the WFP published data indicating that flood-affected Galle and Ratnapura were 
among districts experiencing higher rates of food insecurity (WFP 16/04/2024). 

Food insecurity in agricultural households typically increases outside the February–March 
primary harvest season, raising the likelihood that floods will aggravate food insecurity in the 
coming months (WFP 22/05/2024; FAO 16/06/2023).

Figure 1. Seasonal farming calendar, Sri Lanka

Source: OCHA (09/06/2022)

COMPOUNDING/AGGRAVATING FACTORS

Climate, natural hazards, and El Niño

Sri Lanka has an INFORM Climate Change risk score of 3.4/10 and a score of 4/10 for 
lack of coping capacity (EC accessed 10/06/2024). The World Bank, however, describes Sri 
Lanka as ‘highly vulnerable to climate change’ because of high temperatures and complex 
hydrological circumstances (WB accessed 10/06/2024). Flooding is one of the most frequent 
and fatal hazards in Sri Lanka, which faces a particularly high risk of river and urban floods. 
Landslides also commonly occur during monsoon season (Think Hazard accessed 10/06/2024; 
Logistics Cluster accessed 11/06/2024). 

Recurrent flooding events in Sri Lanka have decreased community coping capacities and 
potentially constrained state capacity to provide assistance. This includes the January 2024 
floods, which affected over 175,000 people across the country, including in southwestern 
Ratnapura district, which is also affected by the May–June 2024 floods (Crisis24 12/01/2024; 
ECHO 11/01/2024; WFP 16/04/2024). In August 2022, the southwest monsoon affected over 
15,000 people in one week, particularly in Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, and Ratnapura districts, 
where homes and infrastructure were destroyed (IFRC accessed 10/06/2024).

By contrast, in 2023, El Niño contributed to low precipitation during the southwest monsoon, 
causing drought and negatively affecting harvests (AJ 31/08/2023). This has likely reduced 

https://www.dengue.health.gov.lk/web/index.php/en/publication-and-resources/publications/category/26-2024?download=247:2024-week-20
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/national-disaster-relief-services-centre-ndrsc-district-wise-current-situation-report-2024-05-15-2024-06-05
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/situation-report-sri-lanka-09th-june-2024-0900hrs
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/who-south-east-asia-region-epidemiological-bulletin-12th-edition-4-october-2023-reporting-period-18-september-1-october-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/situation-report-sri-lanka-11th-june-2024-0900hrs
https://reliefweb.int/map/sri-lanka/preliminary-satellite-derived-damage-assessment-gampaha-colombo-and-kalutara-district-western-province-sri-lanka-04-june-2024
https://reliefweb.int/map/sri-lanka/preliminary-satellite-derived-damage-assessment-galle-district-southern-province-sri-lanka-05-june-2024
https://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=LKA
https://economynext.com/only-1-7-pct-of-sri-lankas-farming-population-has-formal-training-survey-35078/
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/household-food-security-overview-2023-sri-lanka
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/wfp-sri-lanka-country-brief-march-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/household-food-security-overview-2023-sri-lanka
https://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=LKA
https://www.connectingbusiness.org/sites/default/files/downloads/publication/LKA_HNP_FoodSecurityCrisis_20220609_0.pdf
https://drmkc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/inform-index/INFORM-Climate-Change/INFORM-Climate-Change-Tool
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/sri-lanka
https://thinkhazard.org/en/report/231-sri-lanka
https://dlca.logcluster.org/sri-lanka-34-telecommunications
https://crisis24.garda.com/alerts/2024/01/sri-lanka-disruptions-due-to-flooding-ongoing-across-eastern-and-southern-regions-as-of-jan-12
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-heavy-rain-and-floods-dg-echo-ndrsc-meteo-sri-lanka-echo-daily-flash-11-january-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/wfp-sri-lanka-country-brief-march-2024
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/6108/details
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2023/8/31/photos-harvest-is-so-bad-drought-hits-livelihood-of-sri-lankan-farmers
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community food stocks, savings, and other resources that would enable them to cope with 
flooding and associated shocks during the 2024 monsoon season.

Topography and urbanisation

Outside mountainous central areas, most of Sri Lanka is near sea-level. The rivers running 
through its plains overflow easily during heavy rainfall incidents. Rapid urbanisation, land 
reclamation, and illegal dumping of rubbish in Colombo and other urban coastal centres has 
led to the destruction of wetlands that can mitigate this flooding (Bulletin of Atomic Scientists 
07/06/2024). 

Economic situation

In 2022, Sri Lanka experienced its worst economic crisis since independence, with high 
inflation, currency depreciation, and an economic contraction of 7.3%, partially as a result 
of years of fiscal deficits, risky commercial borrowing, COVID-19, and recent, ineffective tax 
and agricultural policies (OCHA 09/06/2022; WB 02/04/2024). While the economy has continued 
to recover in 2024, with projected moderate growth of 2.2% and decreasing inflation, poverty 
rates have increased to over 25%, continuing a trend of rising poverty since 2019 (WB 
02/04/2024).

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

Humanitarian constraints

On 4 June, UNOSAT imaging detected damage, including a damaged road, around 
Bandaranaike International Airport, Gampaha district (UNOSAT 04/06/2024). It is unclear 
whether this damage affects access to the airport, which provides primary air access to the 
capital, Colombo.

By 3 June, the Government had cut off electricity to prevent electric shocks from floodwaters 
in five unspecified districts (Save the Children 03/06/2024). By 11 June, it was still unknown 
whether electricity had been restored. Telecommunications cover in Sri Lanka is generally 
good (Logistics Cluster accessed 11/06/2024).

Sri Lanka has a dense road network, with good conditions on expressways and long-
distance routes between major cities and towns, and worse conditions on more local 
roads. Precipitation, floods, and landslides present the main hazard on Sri Lankan roads, 

contributing to accidents, road damage, and blockages that can significantly increase travel 
time (Logistics Cluster accessed 11/06/2024).

Response capacity

By 6 June, district and divisional secretaries, security forces, and Civil Security Department 
officials were collaborating with UN organisations, including WHO and UNICEF, and INGOs – 
including World Vision and Save the Children – to provide assistance (Govt. Sri Lanka 06/06/2024; 
Save the Children 03/06/2024).

By 6 June, the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society had deployed teams in all affected districts to 
provide first-aid, evacuation assistance, and other urgent aid (SLRC 06/06/2024).

Map 2. Total rainfall typically received during the May–september monsoon 
season

Source: Department of Meteorology (20/06/2019)

https://www.connectingbusiness.org/sites/default/files/downloads/publication/LKA_HNP_FoodSecurityCrisis_20220609_0.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/a498539d-ae15-4911-8895-fff713aa063a/content
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/a498539d-ae15-4911-8895-fff713aa063a/content
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/a498539d-ae15-4911-8895-fff713aa063a/content
https://reliefweb.int/map/sri-lanka/preliminary-satellite-derived-damage-assessment-gampaha-colombo-and-kalutara-district-western-province-sri-lanka-04-june-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/floods-sri-lanka-kill-15-people-and-force-four-million-children-out-classrooms
https://dlca.logcluster.org/sri-lanka-34-telecommunications
https://dlca.logcluster.org/sri-lanka-23-road-network-assessment
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/un-agencies-ingos-and-ngos-pledge-provide-more-support-flood-relief-assistance
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/floods-sri-lanka-kill-15-people-and-force-four-million-children-out-classrooms
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/sri-lanka-red-cross-society-deployed-response-escalating-flood-situation

